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[ Abstract]

A Study on Desire and Fantasy in "The One
Island at the Mouth of the River,

Kwon, Kyung A(Catholic Kwandong University)

Lee In-seong’s short story collection "The One Island at the
Mouth of the Rivery consists of three parts, and "The One Island
at the Mouth of the Rivers the subject of this paper’s analysis, is
located at the center of it. In this paper, we will examine the
desire and fantasy in the short story "The One Island at the
Mouth of the Rivers and consider that the world shown in Lee
In-seong’s works is an exploration of desire. The short story
collection "The One Island at the Mouth of the River; can be said
to intensively show this world of the author. Therefore, it would
be meaningful to clarify the position of "The One Island at the
Mouth of the River, in the entire collection of short stories.

"The One Island at the Mouth of the River, depicts the
protagonist’s 31-day journey in “that house,” a mediating space,
where he meets “her.” The suppressed desire in the house
gradually awakens, and such desire multiplies complexly like an
amoeba that constantly divides cells. The process of finding the
true nature of desire is the process of finding ‘me’, and the true
nature of desire soon becomes the true nature of ‘me’.

Desire is a symbol that proves that [ am ‘me’. However, desire
does not reveal its true nature in reality due to many
suppressions. In order to draw out such desire, we must set up

fantasy as a medium and find desire. In other words, we are
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finding the true nature of desire that is difficult to identify in
reality through fantasy. Fantasy is expressed through the fantasy
space of that house and her, as well as the night time at sunset,
the Cheoyong story, and the form of Haenggal.

Lee In-seong’s short story collection, "The One Island at the
Mouth of the Rivery consists of three parts: “A Dry River,” “An
Island at the Mouth of the River,” and “Sea Waves at the Mouth
of the River,” forming a complete structure in which the river
reaches the island and flows into the sea. And what drives this
flow is the form of ‘desire’, and the subject of analysis in this
article, "The One Island at the Mouth of the River, is located at
the center of this flow and can be said to depict the process of
finding the true ‘self’ by vividly showing the true nature of
desire.

Key words : Escape, desire, fantasy, proliferation, actualization,
mediating space, mediation
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