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[ Abstract]

The historical novel "Tonggok; and the value
as the multidimensional history

Kim, Jae hong(The Catholic University of Korea)

Ryu Ju-hyeon(1921-1982), who debuted in 1948 with the
short story Troubled Streets; in "Baekminy, was a writer
committed to interpreting and reinterpreting history to address
contemporary issues deeply by publishing a series of
masterpieces include TChosun—-Chongdokbuy, FfThe Korean
Empirey, "The Daewongunis, Pacheonmuy, and fGunhakdoj.
Among these, "Tonggoky, a historical novel serialized in the <
Dong-A Ilbo>» in 1969, was published in divided into three
volumes as part of a 10—-volume collection in 1972.

However, critical and academic evaluations of Ju—hyeon Ryu
had generally been harsh. Broadly speaking, his image as a
historical novelist limited the exploration of his short and
medium-length stories from the 1950s to the early 1960s, and
this was the main reason excluded from discussions of post-war
literature or 1950s fiction. Furthermore, the fact that he
published many works through newspaper serials, classified as a
popular medium, might have led to excessive neglect.

This study posits that the historical novel possesses value as
historical records. The historical novel is the basis of the
political, economic, social, and cultural conditions set on the
stage and sets the situations in concrete and multidimensional

ways In order to realize these conditions. Therefore, the
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historical novel has value as a historical record due to its strong
reporting nature and inclusion of historical specificity.

FTonggoks secures historical universality and record value
from three perspectives. First, it emphasizes the well-being and
safety of the people from the people's perspective. Second, from
a political history perspective, it illustrates that internal chaos in
a state eventually leads to external invasions. Third, it shows
universality from the perspective of human love. Additionally, T
Tonggoky achieves the value of a multidimensional historical
record through its detailed descriptions.

The historical novel contributes to the transmission of
historical knowledge and the formation of historical perspectives
by novelistically embodying historical facts(events). It also plays
the role of a recorder of historical scenes by reconstructing the
political, economic, social, and cultural aspects of the respective
eras that serve as backgrounds for historical facts. Ultimately, it
reaches the horizon of multidimensional historiography, which
contemplates the present through the past and the future through
the present by evoking contemporary tasks and the critical mind
through historical facts. This is why Ryu Ju—hyeon's "Tonggok,

remains significant to this day.

Key words : Ryu Ju-hyeon, history, historiography, historical novel,
multidimensionality, universality, reportability, specificity,
uniqueness
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