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[ Abstract]

Writing to Overcome the Overflow of ‘Culture’

-Yoo Jin-O’s Theory of Conversion and Changnangjeong—ki

Lee Ji-sang(Hanyang University)

This paper examines the divisive nature of Hyunmin[%I] Yoo
Jin-O’s “conversion” and aims to locate his short story
Changnangjeong-kiligiR525t., A Tale of Changnangjeong) within
this transformative process.

Known primarily as a person in the legal profession, Yoo Jin—-O
was active as a literary artist before Korea's liberation, leaving
numerous imprints in the field. Existing research perspectives on
him generally divide his work into two stages: an early career as
a “Marxist” companion writer and a later career characterized by
acceptance of Pan—Asianism and pro-Japanese nationalism. This
paper, while acknowledging this binary, also diverges from the
existing view that Yoo’s conversion was solely a matter of
ideological renunciation or a leap forward. Yoo developed a
stance on “culture” that defended “the Chosunistic” and “the
Oriental” against the encroachment of Western individualism, an
inclination that parallels his early prioritization of Marxism as
“the Social.” Thus, Yoo's conversion can be seen as a response
to the periodic fear of a culturally saturated era, revealing a
divided stance between conversion and a-conversion. The
insistence to the lifeworld in Changnangjeong-ki, published in
1938, exposes the agony of Yoo during a turning period when

traditional identifications had fractured. This agony parallels with
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his own critical identity as an individual searching for a response
to the overflow of “culture.”

In this light, the layering of these two divisions becomes
apparent, providing a crucial distinction between Yoo’s methodology

of accepting present realities and Baek Cheol’s approach.

Key words : Yoo Jin-O, Conversion, A-conversion, Changnangjeon—ki,
Overflow of ‘Culture’, Regional Collective Notion, the
Chosunistic, Methodology of Accepting Present Realities
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