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[ Abstract]

A Study of the Self-Narrative of Female
Workers in Deulbulyahak

Jang, Eun young(Chosun University)

This paper analyzes the writings of female workers included in
the anthology Deulbul, within the context of self-narrative.
Deulbulyahak, which opened in 1978 in Gwangju, is known as the
first labor night school in Gwangju and as the organization that
produced and distributed the bulletin "Tusaehwebo" to Gwangju
citizens during the May 18 Democratic Uprising. The anthology
Deulbul, containing writings by workers attending the night
school, serves as a resource to trace changes in perception and
motivations for social participation among the workers of that
period. This study examines the writings of female workers in
the first three issues of Deulbul, exploring the moments and
processes through which they transformed into ethical and
political subjects via self-narrative.

The self-narratives of female workers as examined through
Deulbul focused more on articulating the common emotion of
shame experienced by female workers in a public language,
rather than expressing class—based ideologies or aspirations for
labor liberation, which have been emphasized in studies of
worker writing in the 1970s. They captured, verbalized, and
confronted the moments when they felt shame, transforming it
into other emotions. Although writing that evoked shame was an

uncomfortable and painful process, they were able to overcome
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it by discovering that the origin of their shame lay in social
discrimination. Furthermore, by transforming their felt shame
into anger towards society and demanding justice and equality,
the self-narratives of female workers signify writing as a means
of discovering the "self" as a political subject capable of

transforming society.

Key words : Deulbulyahak, Deulbul, Nodong Yahak, Female Workers,
Gongsunyi, Self-Narrative, shame, equality
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