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[ Abstract]

The Double-Sided Gaze and Voyeuristic Logic
in Choi In-ho's Early Fiction

Jeong, Seon uk(institute for east asian cultures)

This study examines the voyeuristic attitudes and patterns of
failure exhibited by subjects in Choi In—ho's early novels,
focusing on "The Apprentice Patient" and "The Other's Room," to
elucidate the meaning of the dual gaze present in these works.

The subjects in Choi In-ho's early novels attempt to
thoroughly observe their objects through disguise and
concealment, but such attempts inevitably result in failure. The
common thread of failure in both works not only reflects the
surveillance and censorship prevalent in society at the time but
also reveals the epistemological limitation that the observer is
ultimately merely part of the observed. Two perspectives
coexist with equal status in these works: one examining the
hidden instincts and humanity of people materialized during
modernization, and another reflecting on the author himself, who
persists in impossible attempts under the pretext of exploring
the "hidden side." Choi In-ho acknowledges this literary
deadlock by presenting these two incommensurable gazes with
equal status, making it one of the essential elements of his
works.

Through this analysis, the study identifies the 'duality of gaze'
as a key characteristic of Choi In-ho's early novels and suggests

that this provides crucial insight into understanding his later
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literary transformation, represented by "The Country of Stars"
and "Hwang Jin-yi." Rather than abandoning the narrative
dualization strategy shown in his early novels, Choi chose to
dualize narrative forms between pure literature and popular
literature. This can be seen as his literary breakthrough in
response to the dual pressures of Korean society at the time: the
oppressive circumstances of military dictatorship and the critical

pressure from the literary establishment.

Key words : Choi In-ho, "The Apprentice Patient," "The Other's Room,"
gaze, voyeurism, self-reflexivity, duality
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