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[ Abstract]

A Study on the Translation of Cultural
Elements Using ChatGPT: Focusing on the
Korean—-Chinese Translation of the Novel "Dae
Jang Geum

Pang, YONGFENG

Seo, Yeonju(Chungnam National University)

This study aims to analyze the translation performance of
ChatGPT by comparing its results with human translations and
neural machine translations (Papago and Baidu) for cultural
elements found in the historical novel Dae Jang Geum, set in the
Joseon Dynasty. The research includes a total of 184 sentences
encompassing various cultural terms such as names and titles,
place names, official titles, food, and medical terminology, as
well as idiomatic expressions. ChatGPT 4.0 and 3.5 showed
superior performance, especially in translating culturally specific
terms like medical terminology, often surpassing human
translations, and yielded results close to human quality in other
areas. Notably, ChatGPT 4.0 demonstrated higher accuracy and
completeness than 3.5. In contrast, Papago and Baidu displayed a
tendency toward literal translation, resulting in lower accuracy
and readability in some translations. These results suggest that
ChatGPT'’s translation performance is enhanced by its extensive
training data and knowledge. This study indicates that ChatGPT
has the potential to overcome some limitations of neural machine

translation for cultural terms and suggests directions for
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improving translation quality in the future.

Key words : #NeuralMachineTranslation #Generative Al #KoreanChinese
Translation #LiteraryTranslation #Cultural wordsTranslation
#Cultural words #ChatGPT
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