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[Abstract]

The Mimesis of Anxiety

-Two Layers of Anxiety in Hwang Jeong—eun’'s Novels “Who” and
“Fall”

Lee, Eunju(Catholic Kwandong University)

This study of anxiety in literature can be explained as an
aesthetic response to the structural problems of the environment
and the situation of human beings in contemporary society.
There are many ways to approach anxiety, from reflections on
the anxieties of enlightenment itself and the various aspects of
the ontological gap to more recent discussions focusing on the
problem of desire and human anxiety, but none of these have led
to a discussion of our most fundamental anxiety.

Hwang Jeong-jeong's novels ‘Who and ‘Fall’ recreate the
identity of modern people's internalised anxiety in two layers. In
the ‘who’, foreground practical anxieties through physical and
emotional events. In the ‘Fall’, she recreates the ontological
anxiety of thrown being through a character who experiences
nothingness. This shows how anxiety can be expressed literary
and aesthetically in contemporary times.

This thesis has shown how metaphysical theses about the
inherent anxiety of human beings have acquired literary
concreteness. Hwang's novel recreates the essence of human
anxiety in our time by simultaneously recreating overlapping

anxieties.
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