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[Abstract]

A Study on the Writing Styles of 19th-Century
Scholars

Lee, Hyeongwoo(Sungkyul University)

This essay examines the writing patterns of scholars during
the late Joseon Dynasty. It first addresses the official records
related to the “Yang Je-hae treason case.” The Yang Je-hae
Incident arose from the tyranny of the local clerks (ajeon). The
Joseon government did not provide them with official salaries,
leaving them on the brink of starvation. To stave off hunger,
they formed associations to secure food, and to eliminate future
risks, they even brought in high-ranking officials to legitimize
their exploitation and tyranny. Ultimately, the Yang Je-hae
Incident was a tragedy born of the cunning of these clerks and
the corruption of the local governors who colluded with them.
While the root cause lay in the government’s disregard for the
principle of “constant livelihood, constant mind” (hangsan hangsim),
the blame was shifted onto the courageous common people.

The records of the “Yang Je—hae treason case” are filled with
an unconscious desire to maintain and strengthen the existing
system. Anyone who posed a threat to this was considered a
dissenter and was stripped of their life. The authorities believed
that all they needed to do was manage internal affairs.
Consequently, the writings of 19th—-century Joseon officials show
no awareness of the rapidly changing world. Even in the face of
the Industrial Revolution and the waves of imperialism, they
remained indifferent. They viewed the decline of the Qing
Dynasty, and the resulting social unrest and peasant revolts, as
someone else’s problem. Their writings were still steeped in
Sinocentrism, focused on Confucian studies, and followed
classical texts. As a result, there was no practical approach or

realistic perspective emerging from a critique of reality. The
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records concerning the Yang Je—hae Incident clearly reflect

these characteristics.

Key worlds : Yang Je-hae, Kim Soo-ki, Lee Jae-soo, Min-ran, Yang
Je—hae reverse murder case
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