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[Abstract]

A Contrastive Study on Advertising Discourse of
Men" s Cosmetics in China and Japan from the

Perspective of Systemic Functional Linguistics

Wu Huiyi -+ Xu Weijie(Zhejiang Normal University)

Using data of advertising discourses about men's cosmetics in China
and Japan, this paper discusses the types of the transitivity in
discourses from the perspective of Systemic Functional Linguistics. This
paper clarifies the content composition of men's cosmetic
advertisements in China and Japan and how they promote consumer
behavior.The results of the study revealed that the Chinese and
Japanese advertising discourses are mainly composed of material
process, relational process and mental process. Chinese advertisements
tend to place more emphasis on communicative affinity and depict more
specific skin problems and product use. In contrast, Japanese
advertisements tend to emphasize product-related information, such as
product properties and textures. In addition, since the number of men
who use makeup cosmetics is still small, to increase the customer base,
Chinese and Japanese advertisements tend to introduce how to use the
products, emphasize the convenience of the products and the new
purpose of makeup. Thus, Chinese and Japanese advertising about men's
cosmetics reflect the market situation of makeup cosmetics for men in
both countries and people's different understanding of men's makeup.
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Key words : Men's cosmetics, Cosmetic advertisements , Discourse
of advertising, Transitivity, Ideational function, Systemic
functional linguistics, Comparative study of Chinese and
Japanese
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