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[ Abstract]

A Study on the Death Consciousness in Early
Poems by Choi Seung-ja - Focusing on “Love
in This Age”

Moon, Hyeyeon(Hanyang University)

In this study, we would like to examine the death
consciousness that appears in Choi Seung-ja's first poetry
collection, "Love in This Age". The oppression exerted by the
external structure of the violent era is internalized, and Choi
Seung-ja's poetic subject recognizes death as fate. The poetic
subject, who longed for death due to denial of life, realizes that
the destiny of death cannot be fulfilled. In the era of oppression,
Choi Seung-ja's poetic subject, who faced a symbolic death
rather than an actual death, is placed between the two deaths,
and as the embarrassing life continues, the poetic subject that
even the death as a denial of life is denied is placed in a state
worse than death. In this context, it can be seen that Choi
Seung-—ja's consciousness of death cannot be concluded simply
by denial of life or a methodical attitude to affirm life, and that
the gesture toward annihilation is driving the poetic subject to
immortality. This is in line with Lacan's Death Drive toward an
eternal life that does not die, rather than Freud's Death Instinct
that wants organisms to progress to a non-organic state. This
study focuses on the fact that what Seungja Choi's poetic subject

must overcome is life, not death, and hopes to discover a clue to
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the interpretation of the consciousness of death that passes
through Seungja Choi's poetic world by examining death

consciousness.

Key words : Choi Seung—ja, Death, Symbolic Death, Between the Two
Deaths, Death Drive, Negation of Negation, Reverse
Chronology
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