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[Abstract]

A Study on Dano Folk Songs in Korea, China
and Japan

ZHAO XIANMEI

The text aims to compare and examine the seasonal folk songs
of South Korea, China, and Japan, with a focus on the "Dan-o0"
folk songs. Initially, the inherent seasonal customs within these
folk songs were explored. Seasonal folk songs are melodies sung
during seasonal events, providing information about agriculture,
daily life, and traditional holidays. While the Dan-o festival
appears superficially common among South Korea, China, and
Japan, the inner content of Dan-o folk songs reveals distinct
themes in each country.

In Korean Dan-o folk songs, the emphasis lies on vividly
portraying women's emotions, expressed through activities like
swinging on a swing during the Dan-o clothing ritual, extending
beyond the meeting place of men and women, and yearning for
love ('Im'). Chinese Dan-o folk songs focus on activities related
to Dan—-o games, such as eating seeds and performing dragon
boat races. In Japan, Dan-o has transformed into a festival for
male children after declining in significance, carrying aspirations
for the growth and success of the boys.

The examination of Dan-o folk songs from the three countries
reveals their common function as seasonal folk songs wishing for
health and peace. While South Korea and China center around

playfulness, Japan places emphasis on expressing emotions
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through male children and incorporates a deliberate function to

wish for well-being throughout the year.

Key words : Sesimin song, Sesimin style, Korea, China, Japan, Danoin
song, transmissibility, ritual, playability
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