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[ABSTRACT]

Analysis of the Types of Chinese Letter Words

Yu Yuan(Dongguk University)
Han Yongsu(Dongguk University)

With the continuous development of society and the deepening
of globalization, more and more foreign language forms of words
appear in our daily lives. Words in this form are called letter
words. The development of the network society has intensified
the generation and development of letter words. Therefore, it is
necessary to analyze and study such words.

Previous studies held two opposite attitudes towards the
definition of letter words. One is more open, thinking that as long
as the words contain foreign letters, they can only be regarded as
letter words. The other is more conservative, with only a few
words that can be counted as Chinese alphabetic words. This
study adopts the first opinion and conducts research on letter
words on this basis.

According to the different composition of letter words, they can
be divided into four categories: First, pure foreign language
words. Second, Chinese characters and foreign language
compound words. Third, foreign language and digital compound
words. Fourth, Chinese characters, foreign language, and digital

mixed words. Among them, foreign capital letter words are
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generally recognized by the public, and their stability is high,
while lowercase foreign letter words are mostly generated on the
Internet, with low stability and low public recognition. The causes
of letter words can be summarized as necessity, convenience,
interest, and obscurity.

Based on the classification of letter words, the reasons for their
occurrence and the current usage in daily life, this study believes
that it is necessary to standardize the use of letter words. The
following five points can be adopted for specific normative
methods: First, recognize status and treat differently. Second,
intensify the research on letter words. Third, standardize the
form of letter words. Fourth, formulate a code of conduct for
specific goals. Fifth, carry out relevant education and training

activities to enhance the awareness of norms.

Key words: Letter words; capitalization; definition; usage;

classification; reason; specification



