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[ABSTRACT]

Meaning of “Gaiety” as an Attitude
to Representation the Reality
- Focused on the ‘Run, Dad’ (Kim Ae-ran, 2004)
and ‘The Hat’ (Hwang Jung-eun, 2006)-

Lee, Eun-ju(Catholic Kwandong university)

Gaiety, an attitude to representation the reality, has been
discussed as a mechanism that temporarily enables the covering
up or oblivion of the reality in the state of difference and division,
which one has no choice but to bear, In Korea, it was contextualized
as a mechanism of politics that appealed to emotions in modern
literature, and as a code of a literary device in adapting to the
dominant discourse by the “humor novel” and “gaiety novel” in
the 1950s through 1960s. Gaiety is also related to the depressed
diagnosis of the Korean society and youths in the 1970s through
1990s.

This study intends to look at how gaiety creates layers of
meanings in this period of grim reality with no alternatives given,
which can be summarized in one word—survivalism. This study
analyzed two novels, ‘Run, Dad’ (Kim Ae-ran, 2004) and ‘The Hat’
(Hwang Jeong-eun, 2006). The two texts have in common that they

take gaiety as an attitude to representation the reality, but they are
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different in three places.

First, this study found that the former maintains family romance,
while the latter deletes family romance in dealing with the reality.
Second, this study compared a sense of being immersed between
the two texts in scenes representation using the characters’
emotions, conversations, and relationships; and discussed how
poiésis is the reason why the former maintains a cheerful state
while the latter an unpleasant state. Third, this study compared
the relevance of time to the story between the two texts. It was
found that independent humans and human time are maintained in
the former, while the latter unseriously shows our reality in which
independent humans and human time are deleted, making the
seriousness more powerful,

Ultimately it can be seen that the two texts maintain a gaiety
attitude through a private and exclusive way. At this time gaiety can

be understood as a self-protection device that blocks anxiety.

Key words: Reality, representation, mimesis, gaiety, family romance,

poiésis, one-dimensional man, human time(kairos)
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