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(ABSTRACT)

Opening Pandora's Box: Narrative hidden behind Spectacle

Kim, Myung-Suk(Uiduk University)

The film, Pandora’s motif is nuclear power plant explosion in
Fukushima, Japan in 2011. And the background of production is a
state of emergency when the Korean government’s leadership was
not working as control tower for disaster. Despite scientific errors
and cinematic leap in Pandora, it has a special meaning to research
as Korea’s the first nuclear power disaster film. Pandora’s narrative
consists of dual structure of disaster area narrative and Blue House
narrative. As Pandora focuses on disaster rather than area as disaster
film, the space of region become abstractive. Consequently, there
remains nuclear power plant but no region, and remains spectacle
but no narrative. Male leader recover leadership at the time of crisis
and prevent apocalypse through male solidarity in Pandora. Therefore
Pandora clings to patriarchy which is the most conservative system.
Blockbuster’s production motive can only be commercial, Pandora is not
out of the recreational dimension. Nevertheless, it is clear that Pandora
is a controversial film regardless of box-office results since it caused

controversy as Korea’s the first nuclear power disaster film.

Key words: Pandora, nuclear power plant, disaster film, narrative,

spectacle, male solidarity, blockbuster, patriarchy
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