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(ABSTRACT)

The Study of the Symbolic Meaning and Value of Korean Tiger

Kang, Seog-Keun(Sungkyul University)

This study examines the culturally symbolic meanings and values the
Korean Tiger has. Tiger is a symbolic animal that is deeply rooted in real
lives and images of Koreans. Tiger has not only been inherited since it
first appeared in the myth of Dangun that is considered as having the
very first DNA of Korean culture and Koreans, but also it is the final
predator in food chain of ecosystem.

Therefore, it becomes the subject of big fear and awe to humans as
well. Since there are lots of stories about Tiger in Korea, the China has
called the Joseon Dynasty ‘Hodam-Guk’ referring to the nation with lots
of Tiger stories. Korea had lots of Tigers, which even made the China
has a saying that Koreans spent one and a half years chasing Tigers and
the rest of the half-year going to offer their condolences to people who
were eaten by Tigers. Accordingly, it was not surprising that the Korean
Tiger ‘hodori’ was also chosen for the 1988 Olympics in Seoul.

In this paper, the followings are the summarized discussions on the
representative images and cultural symbols of Korean Tiger,

First, Tiger is a mountain god in Korea and also the Lion of mountain

gods as well. In the history book of Later Han called Hunhan-saw stated
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that the Korean race performed the ancestral rituals and worshipped
Tiger as god and such kind of traditions of religious beliefs are even
linked to the shrine for white tiger called White Tiger Seonangdang
located in Samcheok-Gun, Geunnam-Myeon.

Second, Tiger has a power to drive away evil spirits called Byeok-
Sa(REH), and becomes a symbolic animal protecting the west among
four cardinal directions. Tiger remained as one of the 12 animal
guardians on the rock that was protecting the Ancient tomb mural in
Goguryeo and Silla royal tomb in the 4th to 5th century. The tradition
for Byeok-sa has been passed down in the forms of Tiger amulets
and Tiger paintings. Even though Tiger is considered scary, it instead
becomes a guardian who protects us.

Third, the representative causes of death in the traditional society
are Tiger Disaster(Jg &) and the mama(#%#&: smallpox disease). Tiger
Disaster(jg #) refers to the death from Tiger bites, and mama was
smallpox. There were ten thousand Tiger catchers in the early years
of the Chosun Dynasty, and in about 1900, the transactions of Tiger
rawhide was 500 pieces within a year in Hamkyong Province in Wonsan,
Accordingly, the death from Tiger was happening on a daily basic.
Hosikjang(fg&2€) referring to the customs of holding a funeral for
people died from Tiger bites became one of our funeral customs.

Fourth, there are so many stories about Tiger in Korea. Accordingly,
on classification, even though every scholar varies their classifications,
they can be generally divided into Gratitude Types (Returning the favor);

deaths from Tiger Type; stupidity Type (being silly); and transformation

sk Sl o] B3} A A Zhx9k 9fe] - 205

type. The fact that the tiger tale exists in various appearances clearly
highlights the position of Hodam-Guk(j£&%[&) Korea holds.

Fifth, Korea does not have any Tigers in natural state anymore.
Does it necessarily mean that the value of Tiger are disappearing?
Baekdudaegan Mountain Range Arboretum in Bonghwa-gun in
Gyeong-Buk has been opened since May 4, 2018 and it became tourist
attractions due to the popularity of three tigers that are much alike. One
such example shows that the values and images of Tiger are still well

preserved.

Key words : Tiger, Mountain Spirit(1Lijif), Drive away evil spirit(§%%B),
Hodam-Guk(Jf#Zx[s], a nation with lots of Tiger stories), Hodori, Tiger
Tale, Baekdudaegan( 58 -k&4) Arboretum
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