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But at my back in a cold blast I hear
The rattle of the bones, and chuckle spread from ear to ear.

A rat crept softly through the vegetation

Dragging its slimy belly on the bank

While I was fishing in the dull canal

On a winter evening round behind the gashouse

Musing upon the king my brother’s wreck

And on the king my father’s death before him.

White bodies naked on the low damp ground

And bones cast in a little low damp ground

And bones cast in a little low dry garret,

Rattled by the rat’s foot only, year to year. (CPP, 67%)
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He who was living is now dead
We who were living are now dying. (CPP, 72%)
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Who is the third who walks always beside you?
When I count, there are only you and I together
But when I look ahead up the white road

There is always another one walking beside you
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Gliding wrapt in a brown mantle, hooded
I do not know whether a man or a woman (CPP, 73™)
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What is that sound high in the air

Murmur of maternal lamentation

Who are those hooded hordes swarming

Over endless plains, stumbling in cracked earth
Ringed by the flat horizon only (CPP, 73%)
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‘You who were with me in the ships at Mylae!
‘That corpse you planted last year in your garden,
‘Has it begun to sprout? Will it bloom this year?(CPP, 62-3%)
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...Fear death by water.

[ see crowds of people, walking round in a ring.
Thank you. If you see dear Mrs. Equitone,

Tell her I bring the horoscope myself:(CPP, 629)
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HERE I am, an old man in a dry month,

Being read to by a boy, waiting for rain.

I was neither at the hot gates

Nor fought in the warm rain

Nor knee deep in the salt marsh, heaving a cutlass,
Bitten by flies, fought. (CPP, 37%)
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I have lost my passion: why should I need to keep it
Since what is kept must be adulterated?
I have lost my sight, smell, hearing, taste and touch: (CPP, 38)
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What we call the beginning is often the end
And to make an end is to make a beginning.
The end is where we start from.(CPP, 197%)
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Old men ought to be explorers

Here or there does not matter

We must be still and moving into another intensity

For a further union, a deeper communion

Through the dark cold and the empty desolation,(CPP, 182-3H)
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O voyagers, O seamen,
You who came to port, and you whose bodies
Will suffer the trial and judgement of the sea,
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Or whatever event, this is your real destination....

Not fare well,
But fare forward, voyagers.(CPP, 188)
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Goethe at Weimar, toiling to the last,
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[Abstract]

Death and Old Men in T. S. Eliot’s Poetry

Yun, Sukim
Yeungnam University

The world-famous musical Cats, based on Old Possum’s Book of Practical
Cats by T. S. Eliot, tells the story of “Jellicle Cats” and a “Jellicle Ball” to
choose which cat will be reborn and get another chance of life. It is mainly the
story of a miserable, decrepit, old character’s death-in-life and rebirth. Its
theme is consistent with that of Eliot's poetry. From the early poems through
The Waste Land to Four Quartets, Eliot's poetry is haunted with death. The
purpose of this study is to examine death and rebirth, and to identify Eliot’s
positive attitude towards death and old age. Influenced by Hinduism, Buddhism,
mysticism, and other Asian philosophies, Eliot reveals his belief in circular
fluidity of life and death. The acceptance of death and the sublimation of death
represent Eliot’s views of death. Old men should not be afraid of death and try
to get over the empty desolation of their existence. They ought to be explorers
seeking for their real destination and their own rose garden. Old men conquer
death and time through death itself, leading to perpetual seasonal cycle of death
and rebirth.

Key words : T. S. Eliot, Death, Rebirth, Old Men, Reincarnation, Musical
Cats, Explorer to Another World
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