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[Abstract]

The Narrative Structure and Character Images in Along with the
Gods

Kim, Myeong seok

The film, Along with the Gods, the text of first episode is original webtoon
“Afterlife”, the text of second episode is “Present Life”. The time of present
life, modern Korean society, the road to Hades, the space of seven hells and
characters—Jahong, Suhong, three angels of death and the kings of underworld
etc. are same for the first and second film. In the second AG in particular,
afterlife story of three angels of death unfolds with the background of 1000
vears ago—Goryo dynasty era.

Jahong(the first episode) and Suhong(the second episode) complete three-step
itinerary of death, afterlife and reincarnation. Along with the Gods is modern
storytelling of traditional worldview of after life through these steps. As Jeju
shamanist song Chasabonpuri is webtooned, cinematized into film, the characters
show humanity, stereoscopical figuration, and the narrative largely extends
through traditional and modern factors. There occurs rhetoric, logical and
historical transformation. In addition, unique worldview unfolds in front of
audience as the film reflects contemporary trends.

The characters could be divided into attacker, victim and resolver. When
they're divided into affirmative and negative ones, they conflict with each other.
The film also shows us the poverty of people on the margins of society and our
indifference to them.

Chasabonpuri was influenced by Chinese Buddhist worldview of after life,
however, however, it is the process of Korean shanmanist solution how we solve
the problem of life and death. Along with the Gods was producted with the
motifs of Korean myths and the worldview of after life, it shows the extensity
and irony of after life and present life.

Key word: Along with the Gods, Afterlife, Present Life, Life and Death,
Reincarnation, Chasabonpuri, Worldview of After life
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