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[Abstract]

The Meaning of Death from the Viewpoint of

Confucianists in the Joseon Dynasty

Shin IlI-kwun

The purpose of this study is to explore the meaning of death from the
viewpoint of Confucianists in the Joseon Dynasty. Confucianists did not think that
the afterworld existed apart from this world, but instead, they have been
actively participating in discourses on life, death, ghost and memorial service.

Confucianists consider that life and death are not completely different
dimensions from each other. In other words, they recognized the ‘gathering and
scattering’ of Qi (life force) as ‘life and death.” FLiji (the Book of Rites)s says,
“Hungi (the intelligent spirit) returns to heaven, and Xingpo (the body and the
animal soul) return to the earth.” Zhu Xi said, “Hun (the spiritual soul) is
associated with Shen (spirit; god) and Po (the animal soul) with Gui (ghost;
demon; devil),” and recognized the phenomenon of death as the separation of
Hun (the spiritual soul) and Po (the animal soul).

The concepts of Hungi and Xingpo are closely connected with the procedures
of Confucianists’ funeral rite and religious rite and the processes of realizing
their meanings. Funeral rite is to express grief for burying the dead in
accordance with manners, and religious rite is to practice good manners to
remember the dead.

Confucianists did not think that a person separated by death left for another
world. They kept the dead in the realm of life through ritual ceremony and
continue to maintain relationships with the dead. They also tried to transcend
death through the way of pursuing sublime moral values.

Many Confucianists in the Joseon Dynasty also had this Confucianists’ ‘view
of life and death.” Yi Hwang and his disciples focused on morality (Li) as spirit
rather than the body (Qi) as a collective body of Qi. The ritual ceremony is to
practice morality as the offspring’s filial piety to the ancestor with the same Qi.

354 ZHANZSH H|415(2018.12.)
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