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Ode on Filial Piety

That ponderous weighted iron bar,

I'll spin out thin, in threads so far,

To reach the sun, and fasten on,

And tie him in, before he's gone;

That parents who are growing gray,
May not get old another day.

(1895.5)
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And then my love if you go'way
I'll saddle up my bovine gray
And follow you somehow.
(1895.4)
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O mountain blue,

Be thou my oracle. Thou stumbling-Block to clouds.

Years have not marred thee nor thine eye of memory dimmed.

Past, present, Future seem to find eternal throne
Upon thy legend-haunted crest. O mountain blue.
Be thou my oracle.

L HAtolo.
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O mountain blue,
Deliver up thy lore. Tell me. this hour, the name

Of him, most worthy be he child, or man, or sage

Who neath thy summit, hailed tomorrow, wrestled with
Today or reached out memory’s hands toward yesterday.
Deliver up thy lore.
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O mountain blue,

Be thou my cenotaph: and when, long ages hence.
Some youth, presumptuous, shall again thy secret guess.
Thy lips unseal, among the names of them who claim
The guerdon of thy praise, [ pray let mine appear.

Be thou my cenotaph.
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Sad heart, sad heart, thou waitest long,
For love’s deep fountain thirsting.
Must winter linger in my soul

The April’s buds are bursting?

(1896.5)
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[ABSTRACT]

The Westerners translation and understanding of Korean traditional
poetry(Si-Jo) in the time of Enlightenment : from Gale and Hulbert's

Korean traditional poetry(Si-Jo) translation in the late 19th century

Jeon, Youngjoo

Soongsil University

The late 19th century of Korea, the time when the nation opened the ports
and had cultural exchange with foreign cultures, were also time for Westerners
to learn about Korean culture. The most important thing for Westerners this time
was understanding and learning Chosun's language, and the fact that
first-generation translators were Western missionaries in late 19th century is
related to that. Gale had affection for the Korean literature so he experienced
changes in his understanding for that. Along with that, the form of his translation
also altered. Gale's first translation was based on English poems, but the second
translation reflected the characteristics of Korean traditional poetry and had
different standard from English poetry.

Hulbert was special because his translation was not limited to simple poetry
translation but he also expanded to the history of Korean poetry (even though it
was limited to ancient poetry) and introduced it along with his translations. Also,
Hulbert seemed to be interested in the theory of Korean poems. As we can see
from these, after 1895 when Korean traditional poetry(Si-Jo) was first translated
by Western missionaries, translation of Korean traditional poetry was meaningful
for that it was the first step for Korean literature to be embraced into the world
literature but also had problems of mistranslation done by Western views.

Key words : The Time of Enlightenment, Translation of Korean traditional
poetry(Si—Jo), Understanding of Korean Poetry, Poetry theory, J,S. Gale, H.B.
Hulbert, The Korean Repository.
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