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[ABSTRACT]

Adaptations and Cinematic Transformations of Wuthering Heights

Park, Minyoung
Sungshin University

This study examines the aspects of adaptations and cinematic transformations
with four versions of the movie, Wuthering Heights, which were all released in
Korea, from the perspectives of ‘original films and adapted films' and
‘representation of stories and images.’

Chapter 2 addresses William Wyler's Wuthering Heights (1939) and Hobin
Baek’s Wuthering Heights (1960). Wyler's movie, released in Korea in 1956,
dramatically reduced and thoroughly rearranged Emily Bronte’s original novel for
the sake of the theme, immortal love. This movie gave a huge sentimental blow
to its audience and created a great sensation in the post-war Korean society.
However, it failed to deeply portray human natures described in the original
story. Wyler's movie is a dilemma in that it showed both potentials and limits
with its limited interpretations of the novel. As the first movie adaptation of
Wuthering Heights, it has also had a great influence on the following film
adaptations in terms of representation.

Baek Hobin's movie is a kind of adapted film, not based on Emily Bronte's
novel, but on Wyler's movie. The lines in Baek's movie exactly correspond to
those in Wyler’s, which can be even considered as plagiarism. Baek Hobin's
movie has an ambiguous property in deciding whether it is an adaptation, an
imitation or a plagiarism. The absolute lack of good screenplays in the early
1960s can be to blame as an example of poor reality of the Korean film industry
in the early 1960s.

Chapter 3 compares Peter Kosminsky's Wuthering Heights (1992) with Andrea
Arnold’s (2011). Kosminsky's film is relatively faithful to the complicated plots of
the original story. This movie includes the later part of the original, which its
predecessors left out. In Kosminsky’s, the narrative from mother Cathy to
daughter Catherine fully develops in the midst of conflicts between the
Earnshaws and the Lintons. However, one female actor playing both mother and
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daughter confuses the audience, and its emphasis on ‘a story from imagination’
by the narrator takes the gilt off from the film.

In the meantime, Arnold’'s movie reinterpreted the original novel from
Heathcliff’s perspective. She cast a black actor for Heathcliff’s role and made
the movie follow his perspective. This movie focuses on Heathcliif and Cathy’s
younger days, which characterizes this movie with the intense images of
Yorkshire landscape. Following Heathcliff's perspective, the audience can
vicariously experience his desire and appreciate the realization of Yorkshire
landscape they imagined when they read the original novel.

Key words: Emily Bronte, original novel Wuthering Heights, movie Wuthering
Heights, William Wyler, Baek Hobin, Peter Kosminsky, Andrea Arnold
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