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[ABSTRACT]

EFL Learners' Use of English Vocabulary Learning Strategies and
Their Relationships with English Proficiency

This study aims to investigate Korean EFL learners’ use of vocabulary
learning strategies and to explore their relationships with the learners’ English
proficiency. A self-report questionnaire was administered to 142 university
students in order to identify their use of vocabulary learning strategies.
Students’ English proficiency was measured using the TOEIC test. A total of 30
items grouped into six major categories in the questionnaire were examined and
analyzed with the scores from the TOEIC test. The results of the study showed
that the most frequently used vocabulary learning strategy by Korean EFL
learners was ‘meaning finding strategy’, followed by ‘cognitive strategy’ and
‘memory strategy’, whereas the least frequently used vocabulary learning
strategy by them was ‘metacognitive strategy.” The results also showed that the
use of ‘meaning discovery strategy’ and ‘metacognitive strategy’ was positively
correlated with their performance on the TOEIC test. These findings suggest
that the use of certain vocabulary learning strategies could play an important
role in performance in a foreign language. Several implications were discussed
based on the findings of this study.

Key words : English vocabulary, vocabulary education, learning strategies,
vocabulary learning strategies, strategy analysis, words, relationship
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