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[ABSTRACT]

Latin America Projected in the Soundtrack of Wong Kar Wais Film

Myung suk Kim

Latin America was inserted as soundtrack in most of Wong Kar Wai's film,
except Happy Together. This paper is divided into ‘60s' Trilogy' and ‘Urban
Variations’, searching for the trace of Latin America reflected in Wong's film.
The characters seems to have aphasia in Wong's film, however, Wong tells his
story by selection of music. He inserted various music, but it is the Latin music,
including mambo, cha—cha, rumba. etc, that attracts attention of audience. Latin
music draws an exotic atmosphere and nostalgia of diaspora of audience. In this
regard, "retro" and "diaspora" is closely related with the history of popular music
in Hongkong.

To be concrete, the scene of Leslie Cheungs dance to a Maria Elena
accompaniment in 7he Days of Being Wild. The Performance of Latin dance
music of Xavier Cugat's band, Americanized rumba dance music played by Latin
American musicians, the music played by band from Brazil and the tango
rhythms from “Fff)OhEE”. Nat King Colé's 3 Latin jazz balads was inserted in In
the Mood for Love, Xavier Cugat and Nat King Cole's music—the soundtrack of
previous film, was inserted in Z046 again, and also inserted the 50's Latin
ballads of Dean Martin's. Astor Piazzolds “Tango Apasionado” and Brazilian
singer Caetano Veloso's "Cucurrucucu Paloma" was inserted in Happy Together.
Meanwhile, Jamaican singer Dennis Brown's reggae music was inserted in
Chunking Express. However, most of Latin music in Wong's film is Americanized,
this is closely related with the influence of Latin American culture in US.

Key words : Wong Kar Wai, Latin America, Latin Music, 60s' Trilogy, Urban
Variations
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