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[ABSTRACT]

Social aspects in Korean movies of the 1960s

from cultural perspectives

Song Hui—-bog

1. This paper is about social aspects in Korean movies in the 1960s. The
1960s is heydays of Korean cinema. Shin Seongil contributed to set up an
overwhelming star—system among actors in this period. The author selects three
movies of him in the 1960s, which are related to social context or to have
strong social criticism.

2. "The Barefooted Young, (1964) is a movie about love which is unfulfilled
due to the difference of social status. This movie shows us noble spirit that the
poor and uneducated young people can also love  humanly. It is described
unsatisfied realities in the 1960s of Korea— poverty, unequality, helplessness—
well.

3. "Early Rainy (1966) is a movie in which the story is about two lovers, who
cheat their social status each other, end up collapsing after it is revealed. It
reflects desires of the rise of social status well in Korean society at that time.
This film shows ‘Die romantische Ironie’ (romantic irony) style in literature.

4. "Holiday, (1968) is a film which was not passed through the movie
censorship of that period due to gloomy realities and intense messages of social
criticism shown in this movie. This film was not called upon at that time as a
progressive movie, but it will come into the spotlight as an object for cultural
research in the future. This film is discovered recently, so it is introduced at
the PIFF(Pusan International Film Festival) of 2005.

key words : Korean movies, Shin Seongil, star—system, social context, The
Barefooted Young, Early Rain, Holiday, Die romantische lronie.
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