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[ABSTRACT]

A Study of the Relationship between Newly Coined Chinese Words
and Consumer Preference:
Focusing on The Newly Coined Chinese Words from 2008-2014

Dong Chao, Yu Jeong Weon

This article has selected words related to consumption mentioned in The
Newly Coined Chinese Words(/iEHrid %) list(from 2008 to 2014) released by
China’s Ministry of Education, and analyzes the relationship between the
language and society. Chapter one presents the background and subject of the
study and explores theories on the relationships between language and society
and between consumption and society. Chapter Two describes new consumer
preferences in contemporary China. The country has recently seen remarkable
trends, gentrification in consumption demand, expansion of consumption
channels, and diversification of the means of consumption. These changes in
consumption behavior have served as a catalyst for the appearance of newly
coined words. Chapter Three is an analysis of the composition and
characteristics of the newly coined words themselves, which reflect the social
changes in China from 2008 to 2014. Chapter four divides the newly coined
words related to consumption into the categories of consumption demand,
consumption channels, and means of consumption and examines the background
of how the words appeared and their social implications.

This study demonstrates that words newly coined in China form between 2008
and 2014 reflect the social changes of the times. Consumption is a part of social
activity and is of significance beyond that of purchasing behavior based on the
utility value of products. Through the analysis , this study shows that the
characteristics of consumption in contemporary society are reflected with the
birth of these new words. This study concludes that language and society are
closely related, and that social change is an important cause of changes in
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language, as shown by the appearance of newly coined words.

Key words : The Newly Coined Chinese Words, social changes,
Sociolinguistics, new words of consumption, consumption demand, consumption
channel, mean of consumption
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