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[ABSTRACT]

Discussion about a vowel system of Jinju dialect and boundary of the
middle dialect areas of Kyungnam

Park, Jungsoo

By analyzing Jinju dialect phoneme system, the aim of this study is to crarify
whether small dilect areas are exist in Jinju or not.

In Jinju dialect, the phoneme /o/ and /i/ are not in confrontation. As a result of
neutralization, these phonemes are merged into /3/. According to the
sub-regions, the differentiations of Jinju dialect are shown by revealing the
phoneme /¢/ and /E/. In terms of phoneme system, there are differences among
sub-regions in Jinju. For example, seven phonemes /a, i, u, o, €, ¢, 3/ are spoken
in the west northern region, while six phonemes /a, i, u, o, E, 3/ are discovered
in the east—southern region

There are two types of diphthong of Jinju dialect. First one is /j-/ type which
is consisted of phonemes such as /ja/, /js/, /jo/ and /ju/. Although /w—/ type of
diphthong is appeared in this region, phonemes are differently used for
sub-regions. For example, /wa/ and /ws/ are apparently found in the
west-northern region. However, there is only /wa/ in the east-southern region.

We can divide Jinju into two sub-dialects areas by isogloss. Nam river can be
a boundary line for differentiation of Jinju dialect. On the basis of this, there is
separation between east-southern area and the west-northern area which
contributes to form small dialect areas in Jinju.

Key words : vowel system, Jinju dialect, boundary, phoneme system, area,
Nam river, region
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